Executing a role reversal between spaces, the couple turned
the home’s former playroom into their new dining space.
Though a much smaller area than the original dining room,
the space 1s ample for the family’s dining needs. Plus, it has an
especially pleasant ambience with verdant views of the formal
gardens just outside its fan-lighted French doors and small-
p.\nt‘d casement ‘\\'lndl)\\‘i.

Hillary’s other changes were mainly cosmetic. “We made
the whole house warmer with color—we painted every room,”
she notes. Variations on honey-tinted tan accented with fresh
white woodwork permeate the house, replacing a pinkish hue.
“The original limestone in the bathroom had a pink tone, as
did the paint throughout the house. So when we repainted the
entire interior, I needed to stain the limestone to give it more
of a honey hue,” Hillary explains. In the kitchen, she changed
the island countertop to rec

ed mahogany. “It’s beautiful—
everyone comments on it,” she observes. Otherwise, improve-
ments made by the previous owners to both the bath and the
kitchen were good to go.

[n the master bedroom, the mantel—small and white when
the family moved in—didn’t have the gravitas Hillary wanted.
“It’s the first thing you see when you walk in the room, and |
wanted it to make a statement.” A different color of paint, alone,
wasn't enough to establish it as a strong focal point.

“We decided to request hand-selected reclaimed oak to
rebuild the mantel)” explains Hillary, “and then we gave the
drawings of what we wanted to a friend of ours who specializes
in detailed handcrafted furniture” John and Hillary's first
mstinct was to stain the mantel’s old wood to accentuate its age
iand grain. But Hillary had second thoughts. I concluded it
would fight with the other antique pieces in the room, so |
jwent with paint in a warm accent color.” she says.

Left: French antiques—the mirror used as a headboard and the bench
it the foot of the bed—make the master bedroom mellow.

ep right: D
Right: An o1l painting by artist Dina Lowery hangs above the mantel

like a long tapestry bed pillow give the room grace




Pages 190—191_ Master bedroom—Headboard:
South of Market, 404/995-9399. Bed linens: Belle
Chambre, 404/816-5333. Tapestry bed pillow;
drapery: Laura Walker Ltd., 678/488-6895. Mantel

(reclaimed oak: designed by Hillary Dawson):
painting above mantel (by Dina Lowery): owner's
collection. Bench: Foxglove Antiques, 404/233-
0222, Chair in gray velvet: Bungalow, 404/367-
8522. Paint (“Monroe Bisque™ #HC-26): Benjamin
Moore & Co., 888/236-6667. Lamps: The Stalls
Antique Market, 404/352-4430.




